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Adso and Omen III:
The Antichrist in
the Tenth and Twentieth Centuries

Boyd H. HillJr.
University of Colorado at Boulder

The Seventies are said to have shattered when Johnny Rotten
screamed "I am the antichrist!" (Pond 53)

The Antichrist became a popular and enduring character in the tenth
century, though perhaps not as dramatic and imposing as Satan. In
1976, 1978, and 1981 three movies called Omen were released by
Twentieth-Century Fox Studios, depicting the childhood, adolescence,
and manhood of Damien Thorn, identified as the Antichrist. In Omen
III· The Final Corifiict Damien engineers the death of the American
ambassador to the court of St. James so that he can take over this
strategic post. He also becomes head of the so-called United Nations
Youth Council.
Damien, played by Sam Neill, is handsome, clever, and rich. He
is also ruthless, deceitful, and evil. And he possesses powers that are
beyond those of the ordinary human. For example, he foretells the
death of the American ambassador in London while he himself is at
Thorn Industries headquarters in Chicago. A mean-looking Rottweiler stalks the ambassador in London, apparently driving him mad.
In a bloody and dramatic scene the ambassador calls a press conference and publicly commits suicide, leaving the job open for Damien.
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Back in Chicago Damien tells his closest assistant, Harvey Dean, that
the president will be calling him, so we may assume that it was he
who dispatched the hound of hell, though we don't see him do it.
Another possibility is that Damien's father, Satan, has set the dog in
place and Damien merely intuits the nasty consequences.
Damien Thorn becomes a popular ambassador to Great Britain,
and at the age of thirty-two reputedly the youngest ever. His reason
for wanting this post is that, as he tells Harvey Dean, there is a
prophecy in the apocryphal Book of Hebron that the Christ child
will be reborn ex insula Angelorum, the Isle of Angels, interpreted by
Damien as England.1 Moreover, a configuration of three stars will
light up the sky forming a brilliant constellation not witnessed since
the birth of Christ.
This part of the plot diverges from scriptural tradition, for the
Second Coming presumes a mature Christ, not a baby who must
grow up in human form a second time . However, this variation
from tradition permits the screenwriters to have Damien order the
slaughter of all baby boys born on the evening of the bright star. This
is the most horrifying part of the plot and especially so since one
of these infants is the child of Harvey Dean. Dean has known all
. along that he was working for the Antichrist. The rewards for him
are power and wealth. For others, it is the promise of "rapture" and the
attraction of a charismatic leader. In the end Damien is killed with a
ritual dagger and expires in rage and frustration. The image of Christ
is shown highlighted in a ruined abbey where the last scene takes
place. There is no Armageddon in the sense of an armed battle
between the forces of Good and Evil as implied by the subtitle "The
Final Conflict."

1 "Angel

Isle." The Latin is ambiguous: "ex insula Angelorum" can mean "out of
the isle of Angels" or "out of the isle of Angles," that is, "the people of Angul, -ol, -el
... a district of Holstein, so called from its shape ... 'the race or people of Angul';
afterwards, the race of this and kindred descent in Britain, the 'English' race" ( OED
[Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1933]), r:327.
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Biblical references to the Antichrist by name are very few-four,
to be exact-and all from the Epistles of John: "Little children, it is
the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now
are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time"
(r John 2:18). "Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the
Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son" (r John
2:22). ''And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in
the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye
have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the
world" (r John 4:3). "For many deceivers are entered into the world,
who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a
deceiver and an antichrist" (2 John 7).
Despite the paucity of scriptural documentation, the Antichrist
became a major subject of speculation in tenth-century Europe.2 In
954 a monk named Adso wrote a treatise on the Antichrist-Libel/us
de ortu et tempore Antichristi- at the request of Qyeen Gerberga of
France, the sister of Otto I, king and future emperor of the Germans,
and the wife of Louis IV d'Outremer. This treatise is the source for
a great number of later writings on the subject, for example, the
twelfth-century Ludus de Antichristo, said by John Wright, its translator, to be one of the most important Latin plays of the Middle Ages
(Wright, n). Adso's treatise has also been cited as the epitome of the
medieval Antichrist legend as it appears in the English mystery/miracle
plays known as the Chester Cycle (Lucken, ro-n).
The Antichrist was often invoked in political contexts. For example, the papal party labeled Emperor Frederick II Hohenstaufen
(n94-1250) as the Antichrist, and conversely members of the imperial

2

Commentaries on the Book of Revelation, chapter 13, were construed by biblical
scholars since very early times to contain an allusion to the Antichrist, for example, in
the final verse (18)" ... and his number is six hundred threescore and six." Other biblical passages were also assumed to refer to the Antichrist, for example, 2 Thessalonians
2:3-n. Additional references may be found in a very clear fashion in Richard Kenneth
Emmerson, Antichrist in the Middle Ages: A Study ofMedieval Apocalypticism, Art, and
Literature (Seattle: University ofWashington Press, 1981), 34-49.
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party did not hesitate to call a given pope the Antichrist. 3 In the sixteenth century, Protestants routinely hurled this epithet at the reigning
pope.
Adso demonstrates considerable diplomatic and political acumen
vis-a-vis C2!ieen Gerberga. Franz Brunholzl praises his discreet and
unobtrusive mingling of two views of the Antichrist: (1) that there
is one "historical" Antichrist (presumably absent in 954 or not yet on
the scene) and (2) that there are many existing Antichrists at the
present-all those who set themselves up against Right and Justice. 4
Adso's treatise diverges sharply from the Omen film series on the
parentage of the Antichrist. In the movie version Damien Thorn is
said to be the son of Satan and a jackal ( Omen I). Adso declares that
the Antichrist was born of human parents: the father was a very crude
scoundrel (crudelissimo nebulone), and the mother, a very foul whore
(immundissima meretrice). 5 But at the time of conception the Devil

3

Bernard McGinn, Visions of the End: Apocalyptic Traditions in the Middle Ages
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1979), 168-79. See also Richard Becker, "The
Making of a Messianic Emperor, and the Fall of an Antichrist: A Study of the Life
of Frederick II of Hohenstaufen (n94-1250) and the Use of Apocalyptic Traditions
in the Later Middle Ages," unpublished seminar paper, University of Colorado,
Boulder, June 1989, 21 and passim.
4
Franz Brunholzl, "Adsonis Columbinus oder von der Wahrheit, vom Schwindel
und von der Literatur," Falschungen im Mittelalter. International Kongress der
Monumenta Germanire Historica, Miinchen 16.-19. September 1986. Monumenta
Germanid! Historica. Schriften. Vol. 33, I (Hannover: Hansche Buchhandlung, 1988), 153.
Brunholzl points out that Adso approached the legend of the Antichrist as would a
hagiographer and that Adso's life ofMansuetus is a literary creation, so creative that its
author must be accorded a literary rank that only a few authors of the tenth century
have attained (159). I am grateful to Professor Kurt-Ulrich Jaschke of the University of
the Saarland for bringing this excellent article to my attention.
5Migne PL IOI.I292. The most thorough and most recent edition of the Libellus is
D . Verhelst, Adso D ervensis de Ortu et Tempore Antichristi, Corpus Christianorum,
Continuatio Medid!valis 45 (Turnholt: Brepols, 1976). Emmerson, Antichrist in the
Middle Ages, notes that there are two traditions regarding the birth of the Antichrist.
"The first and most common with commentators holds that Antichrist will be
conceived by human parents .. . . The second interpretation of Antichrist's conception
... holds that Antichrist will be conceived by an evil spirit and a whore-an obvious
satanic parody of Christ's incarnation" (81-82).
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supposedly entered the womb of the mother, making the Antichrist in
some mystical way the son of Satan. Adso had heard rumors that the
Antichrist was or would be born of a bishop and a nun; this story, he
declares, is false, and so is the tale that he emerged from a virgin
alone. He claims to have arrived at the truth by diligent study of the
greatest authorities.
The Antichrist, in Adso's opinion, is not a single individual. Nero
was one, and so was Antiochus IV, a notorious persecutor of the Jews
who ruled the Seleucid empire from 176-164 B.C. "We also have
known many Antichrists in our time," says Adso, "for whoever lives
against justice, either layman, canon [or] monk, and who fights against
the rule of his own order, and blasphemes that which is good, is the
Antichrist and minister of Satan'' (Wright, ro2).
Adso cites Genesis 49:17 as the earliest reference to the Antichrist,
though that word does not occur in the text; the passage refers to the
eponymous head of the tribe of Dan. Dan is a snake in the path, which
bites the hoof of the horse and causes the rider to fall off The snake is
venomous and strikes down those who would walk on the path of justice. Through this metaphor Adso concludes that the Antichrist will be
born of the tribe of Dan in the city of Babylon.
The Omen films do not agree with Adso's story of the Antichrist's
parents and place of birth (in Omen it's Rome), but they do agree on
the Antichrist's powers and plans. Adso says that
he will stir up persecution of the Christians and all the elect
throughout the world. He will exalt himself against the faithful in three ways: fear, gifts, and miracles. To those who
believe in him, he will give great presents of gold and silver.
Those whom he cannot corrupt by gifts, he will conquer by
fear. Those whom he cannot terrify, he will try to seduce
by signs and miracles. Those whom he cannot convince by
miracles, he will cruelly torture, and put to a pitiful death in
the sight of all. (Wright, 105-6)

Damien Thorn carries out all of these strategies in Omen III,
including the literal seduction of a BBC interviewer, Kate Reynolds,
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who finds him attractive though cruel and whose son becomes
Damien's faithful servant and spy. The eleven-year-old Peter Reynolds
had been a fan of Damien's even before they met (perhaps through
Damien's position as head of the U.N. Youth Council). Damien turns
his charm on the son as much as on the mother so that the boy
becomes a devoted follower. This bond of friendship develops into
worship when Peter takes part in his first fox hunt. Damien leads the
hunt and afterwards smears the boy's face with blood (human rather
than fox blood, as it turns out). This ritual initiation clearly seals an
unspoken covenant with the Antichrist, and from this point on Peter
is Damien's willing slave.
In both Adso's treatise and in Omen, the Antichrist is clearly distinct from Satan. The Antichrist does not possess people; he beguiles
them. In The Exorcist by William Peter Blatty a girl is possessed by
the Devil, and it is never clear why she is his victim. By contrast, some
(though not all) victims of the Antichrist have chosen to worship and
serve him.
It is noteworthy that Adso's treatise was written in the tenth
century, roughly fifty years before the end of the first millennium.
Alexander Vasiliev has informed us that Europeans did not panic
about the approaching year rooo, but his assertion has not been univ~rsally accepted. 6 It is difficult to ascertain whether Gerberga, who
had requested Adso's opinion on the Antichrist, was preoccupied with
this date, for we do not have her request to Adso. We do not know, in
fact, if it was written or oral or if it was delivered by a third party. Our
evidence consists of Adso's Libel/us, which alludes to her request as
the reason for writing a response.
One scholar does address the possible motivation of the queen:
Robert Konrad asserts that the approach of the year rooo was probably
not the reason that Gerberga asked Adso for his opinion. Rather,
it was concern over her husband and her sons. Gerberga's husband

6

A. Vasiliev, "Medieval Ideas of the End of the W odd: West and East," Byzantion

16 (1942-1943): 461-502. See also Emmerson, Antichrist in the Middle Ages, 53-54.
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Louis IV was threatened by revolts among the magnates, especially by
Duke Hugh the Great (d. 956). She had also had to surrender one
of her sons as a hostage to the Normans. "Is it any wonder," asks
Konrad, "if she-above all as a mother-asked about signs of the end
of the world in this hopeless situation?" (Konrad, 69).
One may question Konrad's conjecture about a mother's concern.
After all, Gerberga was herself in the thick of political machinations
her entire life, and her motive for inquiring about the Antichrist may
just as easily have resulted from political intrigue as from maternal
angst. Gerberga was the daughter of Henry I of Germany and his
wife Mathilda. Her first husband was Duke Giselbert of Lotharingia,
who drowned in the Rhine in a battle against Otto in 939 (Leyser, 53).
She then married Louis IV d'Outremer and became queen of"France,"
an area that included Laon and its environs.
Qyeen Gerberga's motives for calling on Adso are not clear. What
we do know is that Adso reassured her that the Antichrist will not
appear until the Roman Empire is destroyed. That time, he writes,
has not yet come," as long as the kings of the Franks, who possess the
Roman Empire by right, survive, the dignity of the Roman Empire
will not perish altogether, because it will endure in the French kings"
(Wright, ro6).
This prediction should have comforted the queen, and so should
Adso's additional comment that "one of the kings of the Franks, who
will come very soon, will possess the Roman Empire in its entirety.
And he will be the greatest and last of all kings" (Wright, ro6) . This
could have been a reference to a son or grandson of Gerberga and
Louis d'Outremer. Adso at least assured the queen that the Antichrist
would not appear right away but that the honor of being the last head
of the Roman Empire would go to her offspring.
Johannes Fried says that Gerberga's request for information from
Adso has been used as evidence of "millennial curiosity or perhaps
even acute worry" (Fried, 419). 7 The content of Adso's answer has been

7

" • ••

endzeitlich Neugier oder vielleicht sogar akute Sorgen."
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commonly construed, says Fried, as an effort to calm down the queen
on the basis of the following: the time has not yet come; the treatise
lacks eschatological feeling; there is no discussion of impending expectation [of the Antichrist].
Fried points out that Adso does not locate the End of Time in an
ethereal and distant future; rather, he sets the event in contemporary
France (419). He reminds us that students of Christian eschatology
"often see in it the end of all misery and a last opportunity for holy
martyrdom" (420). 8 Seen in this fashion, the impending millennium
would scarcely upset those living at the time; on the contrary, for the
"Elect" it provided an opportunity for testing and confirmation. In
short, Fried suggests that Adso's treatise on the Antichrist was not
elicited in order to reassure the queen: she may well have been quite
calm in 954 and was merely seeking information. Adso is practical and
down to earth about the End of the World and stresses "what one
must know" [debetis autem scire] (420).
Louis IV died in 954, the year of the treatise, and it was not his
son who became emperor. Rather, Gerberga's brother Otto was
crowned emperor of the Roman Empire in 962. Neither Louis's son
(Lothair, 954-986) nor his grandson (Louis V, the last Carolingian
ruler of "France," 986-987) was able to claim title to the Roman
Empire. However, Otto I, while proud of his Saxon heritage, claimed
that he was a successor to Frankish authority, and he emphasized
the fact at his royal coronation held at Aachen (Charlemagne's chief
residence) in the year 936. According to Widukind of Corvey, "The
king, dressed in a close-fitting tunic according to Frankish custom,
was escorted behind the altar, on which lay the royal insignia-sword,
with sword-belt, cloak with bracelets, staff with scepter and diadem"
(Hill, 13). Otto's imperial coronation in Rome in 962 further proves
that he deliberately emulated Charlemagne.

8 " . . • sie sehen in diesem oftmals nur <las Ende alien irdischen Elends und eine
letzte M oglichkeit zum heiligen Martyrium."
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Although "Millennium'' is traditionally understood as the reign of
1000 years during which Christ will rule after the Second Coming,
there was no reason to fix the return at A.D. rooo. 9 Nor is there
any reason to anticipate Armageddon in A.D. 2000, which is fast
approaching. Without dwelling on this date the Omen series
does seem to hint at its significance in the subtitle of Omen III: "The
Final Conflict." Armageddon does not take place in the film or in its
novelization.
But the novel that followed-Omen JV-is subtitled "Armageddon 2000" (McGill, 1982). This is a dismal book, and fortunately
it was not made into a movie. It could have been called "Son of
Antichrist" and follows the career of the unnamed offspring of Damien

9

On the vexed question of the Millennium, see Robert Lerner, "Refreshment of
the Saints: The Time after Antichrist as a Station for Earthly Progress in Medieval
Thought," Traditio 32 (1976): 9r144. Lerner argues that the belief in a grace period
between the appearance of the Antichrist and the Last Judgment is adumbrated well
before Joachim of Fiore (ca. n35-1202), who described this interval in glowing terms.
Lerner traces the hiatus concept back to St. Jerome, who wrote that it would last
forty-five days-a time of silence and spiritual testing, admittedly no "honeymoon"
compared with the optimistic prediction of Joachim. Since Augustine believed that
the Last Judgment would follow immediately upon the arrival of the Antichrist (i.e.,
he was strongly antimillenarian), Lerner sees Jerome as a crucial early innovator and
cites authors between Augustine and Joachim who expanded upon Jerome's view: the
Venerable Bede (seventh century), Haimo of Auxerre (ninth century), Honorius
Augustodunensis (early twelfth century), and Gerhoch of Reichersberg (midtwelfth
century). By the twelfth century, says Lerner, the "Millennium" (not necessarily 1000
years, as its name would imply) was being described "in distinctly positive terms"
(109). I am indebted to my student Shona Kelly Wray for having brought this perceptive article to my attention.
The word millennium is "a pseudo-Latin word formed on the analogy of biennium,
triennium, from the Latin mi/le, a thousand, and annus, year" (see Adolf Harnack,
"Millennium," Encyclopaedia Britannica, nth ed., 18 [New York: Cambridge University
Press, 19n], 461). "The term is specially used of the period of 1000 years during which
Christ, as has been believed, would return to govern the earth in person." The word
millennium was first used in English in 1638 (see OED [Oxford: Clarendon Press,
1933], 6:447).
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Thorn and the journalist Kate Reynolds. He has none of the charm,
intelligence, or education of his father. He skulks about like a slackjawed teenager nursing a grudge, living as a recluse in the Thorn
mansion in England, occasionally talking to the mummified corpse of
his father, but with little effect. No wonder the disciples are shrinking
in number.
By the last novel in the series, Omen V: The Abomination (McGill,
1985), the war in the Middle East (the so-called Armageddon) has
spread to Russia and China, but Son of Antichrist seems to have had
little part in it. One wonders why this creature was even invented by
the author, Gordon McGill, unless he had a three-book contract
(beginning with the novelization of Omen III).
However, Hollywood did produce a T.V. movie called Omen IV:
The Awakening (1991), which bears no resemblance to the novel
Omen IV: Armageddon 2000 . Instead we have a female adopted from a
convent orphanage much as Damien Thorn was adopted as a newborn in Rome. The biological parents, says the Mother Superior, are
unmarried college students. Sister Yvonne is extremely upset by this
adoption since she knows (as does the Mother Superior) that this is no
ordinary child. For one thing there was a spontaneous lunar eclipse that
heralded the baby's adoption.
The adoptive parents, Gene and Karen York, are delighted with
the child, whom they name "Delia," which Karen says means "always
visible" in Greek. Liddell and Scott define the masculine form of this
adjective (delos) as "visible, conspicuous ... clear to the mind, manifest
. . . "(385). It's not obvious why this Greek word should be appropriate
for Delia. Karen remarks that her Aunt Delia was a very politically
active woman, and perhaps that is the more important reason.
Delia does not get along with her nanny Jo, who wears not a cross
but a "healing crystal." Jo is into "New Thought and metaphysics."
When Jo's friend Noah takes one look at Delia and sees her tumultuous aura, he nearly wrecks his truck.
Delia York and Damien Thorn have some things in common:
Rottweilers who show up to protect them, and mothers who grow
increasingly afraid of their children. (This is not paranoia, since the
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children ultimately cause their mothers' deaths.) These nasty "kids"
are cruel, powerful nanny-killers, as well.
When Delia is about eight years of age, the family physician
announces that Karen is finally pregnant. She is ecstatic but becomes
increasingly apprehensive of Delia, who, she tells her husband, doesn't
want the child to be born. Gene, now Congressman York, takes issue
with her assessment. Delia is "Daddy's Little Girl," and Karen is
merely hysterical. Gene York is completely ignorant of raising the
Antichrist; he was merely selected by the Antichristites as a useful
political dupe (his home state is Virginia).
The most striking aspect of Omen IV: The Awakening is that we
immediately assume that Delia is the Antichrist. In fact, the priest
who confers with Karen says only the biblical language of the New
Testament indicates that the Antichrist must be male. As it turns out,
Delia is not the Antichrist: she is the daughter of Antichrist Damien
Thorn (the mother is not mentioned). Delia was in embryo a twin
whose brother was encapsulated within her body. This sounds like
Stephen King's The Dark Half(1980). In The Dark Half the bad twin
resides in the other twin's brain and ultimately (in ectoplasmic form)
confronts him in a duel to the death. In Delia's case the twin embryo
is somehow embedded in her until the age of eight (when she starts
menstruating-she's precocious). This medical aberration is called
"Fetus Papyraceous" by the physician. Hillel Schwartz discusses
"doubles" (not just twins but Doppelganger, Jekyll and Hyde, and
multiple personalities) in the context of the turn of the millennium
(Schwartz, 210-26).
Karen's fetus is this "twin" of Delia's, that was implanted in her by
her doctor. (He's one of the Devil's Disciples, of course.)
Delia doesn't want to kill her twin brother; she protects him.
After his birth Karen tries to pull the trigger on him, but Delia "causes"
the mother to blow out her own brains. The baby (Alexander) is
shown in his twin's arms with palm up revealing the numbers of
the Beast: 666. On Damien Thorn's body the numbers were on the
scalp. This number is nowhere displayed on the body of Delia,
which would lead one to believe that she is not the Antichrist but a
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"breeder," relative, and protector (or some sort of diabolical Ptolemaic
consort).
Omen IV: The Awakening ends this particular film series. Robin
Brunet wrote in 1991 that Omen IV's producer, Harvey Bernhard,
declared it "the capper of the series. 'I won't be doing any more
sequels"' (Brunet, 37). However, another Antichrist could always be
concocted by a clever writer, just as another child could be possessed
by Satan, calling for a skilled cleric or two to perform an exorcism.
Indeed, Legion, the sequel to The Exorcist, was made into a movie
starring George C. Scott, entitled Exorcist III (Blatty, 1983). Satan
possesses a variety of hapless individuals, beginning with the tortured
and heroic priest, Damien Karras, who supposedly died at the end of
The Exorcist.
A satire of Th e Exorcist was released in 1990, Repossessed
(a title that plays off Repo-man), starring Linda Blair, Leslie Nielsen,
and Ned Beatty (written and directed by Bob Logan and produced by
Steve Wizan). In the tradition of Naked Gun, Nielsen plays an incompetent-Father Mayii. Blair is a housewife (her name is Nancy Aglet,
not Regan MacNeil), who was exorcised in 1973. At the end of this
brief retrospective scene the girl (the devil inside her) says, "I'll be
back."
This sequel begins in 1990 at "The University of California at
Chicago." We see a door to a college classroom labeled "Miracles 101"
and beside it a poster advertising "Champions of Humanity Lecture
Series presents 'The Exorcising Priest: Hero or Geek? Jedediah Mayii."'
Mayii is at the lectern within, telling about his second exorcism of
Nancy, and the story then proceeds mostly by means of flashbacks. The
woman was "repossessed" by the televangelist Ernest (Ned Beatty),
who holds forth loudly on the devil ("telepossession''?).
Ernest (accompanied by wife Fanny Ray and matching pink
poodle) has a brainstorm: he will undertake an exorcism, which will
air on his series as "Ernest and Fanny's Exorcism Tonight!" This idea
generates a great deal of money but not the anticipated healing.
Ernest and Fanny Ray give up when Nancy spews fire onto the set
and scares the live audience half to death.
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At this point Father Mayii takes over, assisted by young Father
Luke, who is admonished, "May the Faith be with you!"-an obvious
allusion to Star Wars, as "I'll be back'' was an allusion to The Terminator.
The writer-director also borrows shamelessly from Saturday Night Live
and The Wizard of Oz as well as from the original Exorcist.
Sight gags and puns abound; however, Nielsen, Beatty, and Blair
are outrageous and skilled enough to make this film work. The exorcism is finally undertaken with Nancy turning Father Mayii into
numerous characters that suit her (or Satan's) whim. Satan/Nancy also
possesses the priests alternately, and it looks as if this ritual will be an
exercise in futility. However, the priests pull one more item out of
their bag of tricks: rock 'n' roll, which the devil hates (pace Tipper
Gore). Yes, it's corny and derivative and slapstick, but it's also hilarious and shows the continuing interest in The Exorcist. 10
The Omen series is not as riveting as The Exorcist, perhaps
because Satan is usually construed as a more terrifying entity than the
Antichrist. What is most striking about both of these evildoers is that
commercial filmmakers of the late twentieth century have found them
to be bankable stars.

* * * * *

In the past decade we have seen more and more references to the
turn of the millennium. A learned anthology appeared in 1988: The

1

°For a penetrating analysis of flawed films that nevertheless "display a particular
fascination," see Umberto Eco, "Casablanca: Cult Movies and Intertextual Collage,"
in Travels in Hyper Reality: Essays, trans. William Weaver (New York: Harcourt Brace
Jovanovich, 1986), r97-2n. Eco functions as creator as well as critic and scholar. In
The Name of the Rose he uses a late nineteenth-century fictional character (Sherlock
Holmes) as the basis of a fourteenth-century English friar (John of Baskerville). This
experiment in chronological reversal works very well both in the novel and in the
movie based upon it. The Omen series employs a more traditional formula and so
does The Exorcist. However, it appears that as long as the fictional character is well
known, he or she can be set in any time period and "recognized"-to the delight of
contemporary audiences.
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Use and Abuse ofEschatology in the Middle Ages, which contains articles
on "End Things," including the Antichrist, for example, Bernard
McGinn's massive "Portraying the Antichrist in the Middle Ages." 11
Another contributor is Richard Landes of the Center for Millennial
Studies: "Lest the Millennium Be Fulfilled: Apocalyptic Expectations
and the Pattern of Western Chronography 100-800 C.E." 12 This
thoughtful and comprehensive work comes from a scholar who controls not only the daunting literature surrounding the turn of the first
millennium but also the area of popular culture surrounding the turn
of the second: witness his citation of Art Bell's term "quickening" as
applied to the apparent speeding up of virtually everything as we
approach the year 2000 . Bell, a talk-show host who dabbles in UFOs,
"reverse speech," and out-of-body experiences, published a book with
that title in 1997.13
On 14 November 1994 Pope John Paul II issued a lengthy encyclical entitled Tertio Mellenio Adveniente [As the Third Millennium
Draws Near]. He says:
Since the publication of the very first document of my pontificate I have spoken explicitly of the Great Jubilee, suggesting
that the time leading up to it be lived as "a new Advent." ...
In fact, preparing for the year 2000 has become as it were a
hermeneutical key of my pontificate. 14

On 24 April 1998 the pope comforted the listeners at his weekly audience by announcing that the arrival of the millennium did not mean

11
McGinn's article, in The Use and Abuse of Eschatology in the Middle Ages, ed.
Werner Verbeke, Daniel Verhelst, and Andries W elkenhuysen (Louvain: Leuven
University Press, 1988), 1-48.
12 Landes article, in Use and Abuse, 137-2n.
13 Art Bell, The Quickening: Today's Trends, Tomorrow's World (New Orleans: Paper
Chase Press, 1997), esp. 200-201.
14 "As the Third Millennium Draws Near. T ertio M ellenio Adveniente." Apostolic
Letter of Pope John Paul II released on 14 November 1994.
<http://listserv.american.edu/ca...church/ papal/jp.ii/jp2-3rd.html. >

Boyd H H ill fr.

67

the Last Judgment. Although the end of the world would come,
Christ did not provide any chronological deadline for it. 15
Richard Owen, author of the article in the London Times, lists
three reasons why the pope would offer comfort: devastating earthquakes in Umbria in September 1997; rumors that Vesuvius was about
to erupt again; and the fact that the Third Secret of Fatima-supposely
"revealed by the Virgin Mary and kept secret by the Pope-does not
predict Doomsday."
As we have seen, neither Antichrist nor Satan is confined to
learned treatises. We may expect popular works as well as scholarly
ones in the years immediately before us. Perhaps Hollywood will even
produce horror films that deal with eschatology and a new genre that
combines science fiction, fantasy, and horror with comic parodies,
to boot.

15 Richard

Owen, "Pope Assures Italians the End Is Not Yet Nigh."
<www.sundaytimes.co.uk:8o/n .. ./o,v2,vtimfgneur)roo4.html? 2370541>.
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